CON FIDENTIAL.] (No. 992 of 1877. 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


The Week ending the 2nd June 1877. 


Tur Bharat Sangskarak, of the 21st May, notices, with great regret, the BuaRat 
abuse and indiscriminate waste of money assigned by wealthy and pious men hampered 
to the various shrines of this country, owing to the want of proper manage- , 
ment and supervision. The Editor requests the Government to appoint a com- 

mission for the purpose of making local inquiries in connection with all the 

endowed shrines, and adopting measures to put a stop to the useless expendi- 

ture of the money, and to open a way for a more advantageous appropriation 

of these funds. 


2. Writing of the great loss of life in Chittagong, arising from the baakae 
virulence of cholera in that district, the same paper says:—‘* The almost °****484*- 
incredible number of deaths undeniably proves that the allopathic treatment 
of this disease is almost useless. We have a firm conviction that, under 
homeopathic treatment, better results would undoubtedly follow. We 
therefore, for the sake of truth and for the great benefit of the people, 
pray the Government to appoint a commission, consisting of some learned 
and truly benevolent allopathic and homeopathic doctors, to inquire into 
this matter.” 


3. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, observes with great — Buauar 
regret that, though the fact of enormous oppressions committed upon coolies ““"***™*™ 
by recruiters has been repeatedly brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment, no measures have been hitherto adopted to check them. 


4, Adverting to the subject of the proposed selection of text-books, = sisacmaz, 
the Sahachar, of the 21st May, writes:—‘* We trust Lord Lytton will not — May 21st, 1877. 
interfere with the vernacular langvages; because thereby great harm may 
be done. Ifthe Viceroy is determined not to be dissuaded from this, and 
if his object is to give encouragement to the cultivation of the native 
languages, we pray that His Excellency will invite the best educated men 
of this country to join the Simla Book Conference, and take their 
views on the subject; otherwise he will never succeed in gaining his 
end. We have no objection to the appointment of such men to the com- 
mittee as Messrs. Tawney and Croft; but we say that there is not a single 
Englishman whose opinions, with regard to the selection of books in the 
native languages, can be regarded as sound, valid, and unobjectionable. The 
appointment of Mr. Lethbridge to the Simla Book Committee is also open 
to serious objection; because he is himself an author, and has a private 
interest in the question of the revision of text-books. We think, too, it is 
very injudicious to convene the committee at Simla. Mr. Eden, our able 
leutenant-Governor, has most opportunely raised this objection; and we 
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therefore owe His Honor'a debt of gratitude. We hope that Lord 
will not turn a deaf ear to the objections of such a wise and efficie 
as Mr. Eden.” 


5. In an article headed “ the new cess,” the same paper makes the 
following observations :—“ Since Bengal contributes a greater portion of the 
Government revenue than any other province in India, the introduction of 
the new cess here has given rise to a general feeling of great dissatisfactio, 
The Government either does not comprehend this, or trifles with the 
objections put forward against the imposition of the new cess. The people 
indignantly ask—What does the system of local revenue mean? [If it }e 
permitting the Supreme Government to demand money from a proving 
in proportion to its power of production and bestow it for the purposes of local 
administration, then our rulers have again violated their own prescribed rules, 
by increasing the burden on the land by the imposition of a most obnoxious 
tax. By what rule or argument has the Government arrived at the concly- 
sion, that it is proper to lay a new burden on the neck of Bengal? Why was 
it not laid on Madras, Bombay, or the Punjab? The Government has shown 
no reason to the public for this measure. It has simply said—We assign 
so many rupees, and the Government of Bengal must spend so much, and 
meet deficiencies by local taxation. It has not said why it did not allot 
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an amount equal to the expenditure. It is commonly stated that there is no 


necessity for this cess. If the income of other provinces fall short, let local 
taxes be introduced there. Bengal is above all others a peaceful country. But 
what a fine judgment is this on the part of Government that all the burden 
of taxation is cast upon this land! What a strange policy ! 


The application of the British Indian Association having been rejected by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, they have presented a memorial to the Governor- 
General. But we do not expect that it will be successful there, for two 
reasons: first, the Saturn of Government—Sir John Strachey—is Financial 
Minister; and unfortunately Lord Lytton acts according to the counsels 
of this unworthy man; secondly, when the Government resolves to do 
anything, a thousand cries of ours will never turn it from its purpose. 
Many may then ask—Why these memorials? The reason is, we would 
show Government that we in everything act according to rule; and 
that it is only they who break rules and transgress. The Government 
of India must before long give up its unlimited power, which at present 
it enjoys. Within the next twenty years, our rulers will have to entrust 
the revenue into the hands of natives. On this point, the Government 
will of course have many disputes with the people; and these disputes will 
be settled by Parliament. Then we shall be able to say—‘ See how the 
Government of India have all along acted; where we have shown by 
undeniable proofs that they have acted injudiciously, they have from sheer 
obstinacy disregarded us.’ It is a matter of great grief that, though we 
have aright to memorialize, not one of our memorials meets with acceptance. 
Either take away our rights, and say that no memorials will be accepted 
against your measures, or else learn to do justice. Do ye not know thal, 
with regard to the revenue, the people have begun to repose no confidence I 
your words? Is such a state of things desirable? And yet are ye 9 
blinded in your judgment, as to entrust the finances of the country into 


the hands of such a man as Sir John Strachey, who is always hostile to the 
interests of India?” 


6. The Banga Hitaishi, of the 21st May, writes :-—‘* The Lieutenant- 
Governor states that, as the permament settlement was not infringed upon 
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by the road cess, it cannot now be violated by the public works cess. 
But we say that there exists a great difference between the two cesses. The 
road cess was imposed on all lands throughout the country, and it was not 
confined to any particular locality; while the public works cess is a local 
one, and is imposed only on the lands of Bengal, where the permanent 
settlement exists. It is strange that this has not entered into the mind of 
His Honor. The Government ought to speak plainly, and tell us whether it 
has determined to break through the terms of the permanent settlement. 
It is a great shame that the English, who are proud of their civilization, 
should act thus hypocritically like timid men.” 


7. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 23rd May, writes that as the Ameer 
of Cabul is at present making preparations for war, and as Russia is endea- 
vouring to form an alliance with him, the English Government ought not to 
remain inactive; this is the most proper time to declare war against him and 
bring him under submission; because Russia, being now engaged in war 
with Turkey, will not be able to render him any assistance. 


8. The Bishwa Suhrid, of the 23rd May, writes that the Government 
has not done well in abolishing the normal school at Mymensingh; because 
the institution did much good to the country, and most of the able teachers 
now engaged in teaching in the various schools in the district obtained their 
education there. The writer therefore prays that the Government should 
adopt measures for its re-establishment. 


9. The same paper condemns the present system adopted in public 
offices; and says that, instead of the plan of allowing vacancies to be filled 
up by those who have been already taken on as apprentices, some means 
should be adopted by which the educated B.As., M.As., &c., should gain 


admission. 


10. The same paper urges the importance of founding boarding 
schools in the country; the advantages arising from boys living together, 
and stimulating one another on in their studies and of acquiring regular 


habits are so great, that he is surprised no boarding schools have yet been 
opened. 


11. In its opening article, headed ‘“ Another Contest,” the Amri‘a Bazar 
Pairika, of the 24th May, writes that when Sir Arthur Hobhouse passed 
the Presidency Magistrates’ Bill, he hinted that after fifteen years the Gov- 
ernment would make the Criminal Procedure Code more severe. °On ‘the 
same day, Sir John Strachey, in speaking with reference to the budget, said 
that Government ought to adopt measures by which more power may be 
conferred upon executive officers. In connection with the Fuller case, too, 
the Secretary of State has recently declared that the Governor-General is 


all-powerful in India, and may,-if he please, dismiss even a Judge of the 
Hizh Court. 


In India there are two departments of labour—the judicial and 
the executive. The executive power is vested in the hands of the Police, 
the Magistrate, the Commissioner, the Chief Commissioner, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and the. Governor-General ; and every opportunity is taken to in- 
crease this power; and for this reason Mr. Stephen has introduced here a 
Criminal Procedure Code, which is wonderfully severe, and has also given a 
completely new form to the Evidence Act. The Civil Procedure Code of 
Sir Arthur Hobhouse has also served this purpose to some extent, and, in 
accordance with this principle, the Government has passed the Mutiny and 
the Dramatic Performances’ Acts. In the Fuller case, 1t has been decided that 
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the Governor-General of India has all executive power absolutely in hi, 


hands. The editor thinks it probable that this power may within the 


next fifteen years be increased to an indefinite extent; nay, in the’ cage of 
Fuller, the State Secretary has already set the matter at rest. Henceforth the 
Governor-General is absolute sovereign; and is bound by no law pa 

in this land. And there is but little hope of any improvement in the future 
The editor than asks— If such be our present condition and future prospects 
what should we do?” Races of men have been extinguished by such hard 
contests with European races ; and the editor instances America and Australia 
“ Considering the mutual inimical feelings that now exist between the rulers 
and ourselves, it might notin one way be bad to submit to extinction, 
But the extinction of the Aryan race and that of the aborigines of America 
are not parallel cases. The extinction of the Aryan race will affect the 
creation of the God of Providence and be an unspeakable loss _ to the world, 
we will not say the loss could never be repaired, but certainly not easily, 
and the disgrace on the English race will be infinite. On the other hand, 
unless we make an effort to avoid such extinction, our sin too will be 
infinite. But either there must be extinction, or it will be necessary for us 
so to strengthen ourselves as to counteract the harsh measures of Govern- 
ment. We could not secure extinction even if we tried it, and our efforts 
would certainly not be less, they may be even greater than those we should 
have to make to counteract the harsh measures of Government.” The editor 
concludes with the expression of confidence in the fact that the English race 
appreciates and will always reward merit. Already some advances have been 
made ; and it is hoped that steady perseverance will overcome all obstacles, 


12. The Hducation Gazette, of the 25th May, writes that, if 
competent and talented natives be selected and admitted into the-ranks of 
commissioned officers, much good might result both to our rulers and to the 
country. The loyalty of the people will be more firmly rooted ; and expres- 
sions of discontent and disgust which are now heard will cease. Men 
who have descended from a warlike race of ancestors, and whose circum- 
stances are at present very miserable, owing to their want of employment, 


will most gladly adopt the profession of their fathers; and thus, obtaining — 


the means of subsistence, will not fail to express their gratitude and loyalty 
torwards the British Government. We hope that Lord Lytton will soon 


bring into action the proposals made by the Secretary of State to admit 
natives into the ranks of commissioned officers. 


13. The Moorshedabad Patrikd, of the 25th May, prays the Lieute- 
nant-Governor to take a favorable view of the native neswpapers, and also 
to give the weekly reports on them to the editors of those papers. 


14. The Movrshedabad Pratinidhi, of the 25th May, writes :—“ Ite 
not strange that the English should now regard the zemindars with jealousy 
when they see them derive immense profits from the land. They say 
that the zemindars are oppressive and negligent of their duties; and give 
vent to other expressions prejudicial to their interests. And their only 
object is to seek an excuse for taking a portion of their profits, by imposi0g 
fresh taxes on the land. Since the papers concerning the road cess have 
been already submitted to the Indian Government, the introduction of the 
new cess into this country cannot now be avoided. Laws and courts ate 
nothing. The will of the ruler is the law here. Here the Government 


absolute. .All we can say is, that having been by ‘the terms of the permanel! 
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settlement led to believe that no fresh taxes could be imposed on the land, . 


++ ig now most painful for us to forsake that belief.” 


15. Writing of the increase of robbery and burglary in the city of Svtapms Samscuas, 


Calcutta, the Sulabha Samachar, of the 26th May, directs the attention of 
the Lieutenant-Governor to the necessity of improving the present police 
system, and of enacting laws for the purpose of rendering it more efficient. 
If natives were appointed in the place of European Inspectors, a class of 
men who are merely ineffectual and useless, and whose maintenance entails 
much expenditure on the Government, the operations of the police would 
be carried on more ably and at a much less cost. | 


16. The Grambarta Prakdshikd, of the 26th May, writes that if the 
Government were to lay aside the project of excavating canals, which would 
most probably be soon dried or choked up, and directits attention to the repair 
or re-excavation of the bed of the Ganges from its source at Hurdwar to the 
Bay of Bengal, a permanent benefit might be secured and an everlasting 
monument of the English name would be erected. It would then be no 
longer necessary to have recourse to the imposition of fresh taxes to meet 
the expenses necessary for the excavation of canals, &c. Though from 
various reasons India has been much impoverished, still its inhabitants would 
most gladly and earnestly place lakhs of rupees in the hands of the Govera- 
ment for the above purpose. How far this new project is reasonable, let the 
Government decide. 


17. The same paper also writes :—“ It is a matter of great regret that 
though the Government have manifest proofs of the increasing oppression of 
the Magistrates, into whose hands an enormous and uncontrolled power is 
entrusted, yet it does not attend to the matter; and an ill report affecting the 


fair name of the English is spreading widely, owing to the partiality they show 


towards men of their own country.” 


18. The Hindu Hiaishinz, of the 26th May, writes :—‘ It seems to us 
that Lord Lytton wrote his Fuller minute with a view only ostentatiously to 
display his power over the Judges of the High Court ; otherwise’ he would 
not have stopped where he did, or failed to write against the acts of 
injustice which have since been committed by many other judicial officers. 
Knowing His Excellency’s indifference to the matter, and his growing sympa- 
thy for the men of his own country, many mean-spirited Englishmen have 
begun again to commit more oppression and injustice against the natives. 
If a dispute between an Englishman and a native is brought into Court, 
it is not tried impartially either by the higher or the lower tribunals. Partia- 
lity is almost invariably shown towards the English suitors. What can be 
a deeper stain on the character of our rulers than this injustice P ” 


19. With reference to the subject of the revision of the text-books 
for the University of Calcutta, the Sddhdrant, of the 27th May, cautions 
the committee appointed for the purpose, not to heed the suggestions 
of Mr. Lethbridge and be led over by his arguments, for he has a personal 
interest in the matter. The editor also disapproves the appointment of the 
Honorable Kristodas Pal as one of the members of the committee, not- 
withstanding his eminent qualifications as an able writer, and one well versed 
in the history of the leading public questions of the day ; and says, that the 
Government ought to have appointed such men as Pundit Ishwara Chandra 
Vidydsdgar and Baboo Bhudev Mukerjee, who have a long experience in the 

ducation Department, as members of the committee. 
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90. The Howrah Hitakari, of the 27th May, says that it is not just that 
the British Government should at present abolish duties on foreign articles of 
trade, and especially on Manchester cloth. 


91. In its opening editorial, headed ‘* The Calcutta Honorary Magis. 
trates,” the Soma Prakash, of the 28th May, observes :—* The Honor, 
Magistrates will have no independent power. They will be required to gj 
with a stipendiary Magistrate and be guided by him. But we ask, what ’ 
the object of placing a stipendiary Magistrate over them? Is it to mak, 
them act as jurors? No; for we observe that they will not be allowed to pire 
expression to their views as freely and openly as jurymen. Does it not 
appear from this that, while the Government thus apparently confers high 
posts of honor on natives, they at the same time take away from thei 
hands every shade of power, and set them up as fools? We urge it upon 
our rulers to entrust highly responsible offices to our countrymen, and also 
to give them full freedom in the exercise of the functions of those 
offices. If the Government thinks that natives only are liable to errors, 
while European officers are not, this is very humiliating. 


92. Writing on the subject of the proposed revision of text-books, 
the same paper says, that, as the committee appointed for the purpose will 
have to fix upon vernacular as well as English text-books, the appointment 
of Pundit Ishwara Chandra Vidyasagar to it would have been preferable to 
that of the Honorable Kristodas Pal. The editor thinks it would dis- 
courage rising authors if the committee indiscriminately select some books 
and reject others. Bengali literature is only now advancing ; and obstacles 
thown into its way would be like a fatal stroke laid at its root. The com- 


mittee might at once reject books in which faults were found, either of matter 
and composition. 


23. The Sambdd Prabhakar, of the 29th May, says “ that the knowledge 
of the art of navigation would be a great step in the way of national advance- 


ment. But we cannot learn such an important art unless we obtain help 
from Government.” : 


24. The Urdu Guide, noticing the progress already made by Russia in 
the present war, says that the Sultan has, in accordance with the sacred injunc- 
tions of the Kuran, been obliged to proclaim a jahkdd. Our British Govern- 
ment, the editor proceeds to say, had a notion at first that war would be 
averted, but when that became impossible it determined to remain neutral. 
From the present action of Russia it appears that the English Government 
will, for the protection of its own interests, be obliged to side with Turkey; 
since Russia has for the name of the thing kept an army in Turkey, whilst 


with its main army itis endeavouring to push on to Kurdistdn ; so that it 
behoves England to look out in time. 


The article concludes with an appeal to the Muhammadans of India 


to subscribe, without delay, for the relief of the Turkish wounded, and the 
families of such as are slain in the present war. 


25. An anonymous correspondent of this paper, writing from Dacca, 
draws the attention of Government to a piece of great injustice in the criminal 
law; inasmuch as when a person sentenced to imprisonment and fine together, 
is unable to pay the latter, he has to undergo a further term of imprisonment. 
After release from confinement and fully satisfying the law’s decrees in every 


Nc 


Le a eS ee 


t¥% 


respect, his property is still liable to seizure on account of non-payment 
of the fine imposed, in lieu of which he had already served out a definite 
term of imprisonment. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 2nd June 1877. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 
Government Bengali Translator. 
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“ Bhérat Sangskarak ” 

“ Sahachar ” 

“ Banga Hitaisht” 

“Hindu Ranjika”’ 

«+ Bishwa Suhrid ” ods 
‘“ Amrita Bazér Patrika’’ ... 
‘ Education Gazette’’ ‘is 
“ Moorshedabad Patrika ”’ ... 
“‘ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi ”’ 
‘s Pratikar ”’ ssa 
“ Sulabha Samachar ”’ wee 
“ Grambarta Prakdshik&é’’... 
“ Hindu Hitaishini’’ 

* Sadharanti’’ 

‘ Howrah Hitakari ”’ 
“ Soma Prak4sh ” 
“Sambid Bhaskar ” 

‘6 Sambad Prabhakar ’”’ 


* Samachar Chandriké” ... 
“Urdu Guide” (tn Urdu)... 
“ Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) 


™ SambédPGrnachandrodaya” 


“ Rungpore Dik Prakash ”’... | Kakiniaé, Rungpore 


Calcutta 

Ditto 
Bhowanipore ... 
Beauleah, Rajshéhye 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Hooghly 
Berhampore 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Calcutta 
Comercolly 
Dacca 
Chinsurah sk 
Bethar, Howrah 
Bhowanipore ... 
Calcutta 

Ditto os 

Ditto oe 

Ditto 

Ditto se 
Bankipore, Patna 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Daily 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Weekly 


Ditto 


21st May 1877. 


21st 
21st 
23rd 
23rd 
24th 
25th 
25th 
25th 
25th 
26th 
26th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
28th 


28th: 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


19th to 29th May 1877. 
26th to $lst May and 1st June 1877. 


| 25th to 29th 


ay 1877. 


26th May 1877. 


30th 


ditto. 
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